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From the Pastorôs Desk: 
pastorfairluth@gci.net 
 
 

Godôs beloved people, 

When you receive this newsletter we will 

be on our trip to Santa Fe to visit Kristin  

and Bill.  

We first met Kristin in 1982; she was a  

student in my first confirmation class in 

Staten Island, New York.  Kristin and our 

organistôs son, Steve, bonded with us very quickly---especially with 

Cherie.  Ironically, within a very few years both of them had lost 

their fathers.  Steve later came to live with us, and Kristin also 

became like a part of our family.  There is no legal relationship, but 

they will always remain close friends, and members of our family.  

We lost Steve a few years ago when he died untimely; we still see 

Kristin and her husband Bill at least every other year and keep in 

very close touch with them in between. 

This is the gift that God gives us in the Church.  When we were 

baptized we became part of Jesusô family.  The Holy Spirit put a seal 

on us that is indelible: we are sisters and brothers.  Even with 

Christians we have never met, we have this bond.  With those who 

become a part of our daily lives we see that connection take flesh 

and live.  It will endure beyond this life. 

God joined our hearts to our friendsô hearts.  God has touched your 

hearts, too.  We are now a part of this family here in Fairbanks, and 

we watch the bonds taking on flesh in daily and weekly rhythms of 

life together as the network of relationship is woven ever stronger.  

Together we are the Body of Christ, and Christ is living out his love 

through us daily. 

Remember one another when your journeys separate you this 

summer.  When you are in town, remember to come together to feed 

those connections in weekly worship and daily devotion.  Keep us 

and keep one another in your thoughts and prayers.  As God 

nourishes and restores you in this summer season of renewal and 

growth, may you be renewed also in deep connection to all of Godôs 

people. 

Pastor Paul 
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FLC Donations 

 
Bibles for Nome – we gave 
$965.70 

Donations to Japan‟s Tsunami 
ELCA relief effort - $1,090.00 
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Farewell to Sandy Mayfield 
 
Close to forty members and friends gathered to honor and say Thank You to Sandy Mayfield at a farewell 
potluck luncheon held on May 12, 2011 in the fellowship area of Fairbanks Lutheran Church.  Special guest in 
attendance was Sandy‟s husband, Pastor Marshall Mayfield of First Church of the Nazarene.  We showered 
Sandy with praises for her nearly 10 years of devoted service as the church‟s administrative assistant.  She 
has been a mainstay on whom we could all count to direct referrals to the correct council member or 
committee.  Sandy also adjusted and tweaked the thermostats throughout the church keeping everyone 
comfortable!  She gave genuine Christian attention to first time visitors, guests, friends, staff and members 
alike.  A portion of the program was devoted to also treating Sandy to some gentle roasting and it was 
delightful to see her smile. For example Jim Matthews presented Sandy with a Swedish adjustable wrench for 
any occasion in recognition of her skills at keeping our church / heating plant running and balanced, and to 
carry with her in the future.    
Arlene Strandberg gave Sandy an Ole & Lena joke book in case she got lonesome for some of our 
Scandinavian congregation member humor.  On the serious side, we praised Sandy for working professionally 
and diligently to make our church and church events a success.  All who served on a committee, or visited the 
church during the week, came to know Sandy.  Council President Tom Alton presented Sandy with going away 
cards and a monetary gift from FLC members.  We all wish Sandy the very best.   
Sandy‟s beautiful fruit basket print thank you card says “Whenever I Count my blessings….é.your names 

come up over and over and over and over again! 
Thank You!” 

Follows is Sandyõs personal hand -written message in her Thank You card addressed 

to Fairbanks Lutheran Church:   

Thank you all for the Farewell Potluck,  the cake, the flowers and the generous gift!   

Thank you all for a wonderful nearly 10 years of serving you in the church office!     

Thank you all for allowing me to be a part of your church family!  More importantly, 

thank you all for the opportunity to  know each of you personally by your name(s).   

Thank you all for a great òtogetheró journey!  I wish each of you and your 

familieséthe powerful love of Jesus!   

  

 Continually counting my Fairbanks Lutheran blessings,  

                                 Sandy Mayfield    
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Youth News 
Hey everyone, 

 
These past few weeks have been B-U-S-Y!  Spring is such a great time for new things and change!  
For those of you who donôt know yet, I have been accepted into the Indiana University College of 
Optometry in Bloomington Indiana!  At this exciting time in my life, I just have one question: Hoosier 
Optometrist?  HA!  Just kidding!  I will be moving to Bloomington this summer, around the end of July.   
 
This spring the Youth have done some great things for this Church.  I am most proud of the amazing 
job your kids did with the Easter Breakfast!  They all showed up bright eyed and bushy tailed early in 
the morning ready to serve!  And serve they did!  They churned out around 300 pieces of French 
Toast!  What a way to serve God on Easter Morning, not to mention raise some money for the Youth 
Group Funds!    
 
We also held the Lenten Fair, which was also a great success for the younger members of FLC.  The 
kids had a blast, dyeing eggs, making Easter and Palm Sunday themed crafts, and even planting 
flowers!  Thank you to all those that helped and made these events possible. 
 
The Youth and Sunday School season is coming to an end and it has been such a learning 
experience for me!  I never know what to expect from a Youth Event or Sunday morning.  As your 
kids get ready for the end of the school year, whether they are graduating from High School or getting 
ready for 2nd grade, there is one thing that they can do this summer to stay involved with FLCéVBS! 
 
Vacation Bible School is set for July 11th ï 15th from 9:00am ï 12 noon at FLC.  The theme is 
ñKeeping the Earthò.  It is for ages 3+ up until those entering 6th grade.  If you have a child older than 
this, we need many volunteer helpers to make an event like this happen!  Youth helpers are needed 
for many parts of VBS and it would be ideal to have the Youth Group as leaders for VBS!  Please 
have your child sign up where they are interested in helping in the Narthex.  Registration forms are 
also available there.   
 
Another event in the works is a canoe trip with some of our fellow Lutheran Youth Groups around 
town!  More information on this later, but it will be around the end of July!   
 
I hope the warm weather has everyone smiling and making plans.  Just donôt forget to include FLC in 
them!   
 
Blessings and Peace, 
Karisa Etter 
Youth Director  

  
Congratulations to Maggie Black! 

 

The Fairbanks Lutheran Graduate from West Valley has earned a $2,500 scholarship 
from The Fairbanks Retired Teachers Organization! Great work Maggie! We are all 
proud of you!" 
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THANK YOU! 
The FLC Youth Group would like to thank Terry Doerr for his generous donation of logs 
to be sold on the Youth‟s behalf.  Terry has been donating logs for many years and 
raising large sum‟s for the Youth‟s funds; this year was no exception!  Thank you, 
Terry, for your time, energy, and dedication to the Youth of Fairbanks Lutheran 
Church!   

 
 
 

Welcome, Cindy  

 
We‟re happy to welcome Cindy McDonald, the new person in our church office.  Cindy is serving as 
our Interim Administrative Assistant.   She brings to us a wealth of experience in church 
administrative work.   As announced in the worship service bulletins:  “Cindy will be away from May 
31 – June 15 to attend her daughter‟s wedding.  She will be back in the office on June 16.  We pray 
for safety and blessings for her family at this wonderful, busy time.  Thank you to all the volunteers 
who will be filling in for her!”   
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                Prayer Shawls to be Blessed June 19th.  
 

The host synod of the ELCA Women‟s Triennial conference asked, and the ladies of Fairbanks 
Lutheran Church delivered. Over 30 prayer shawls have been completed. June 19th they will be 
blessed and then sent to Spokane where they will be distributed to those in need of comfort within the 
Pacific Northwest Synod. 
The recipient is blessed to receive a „hug from God‟, but the makers of the shawls are not left out. 
Sitting still, focusing on the work at hand, and being quiet encourages conversation with God. 
I wonder what God has planned for the recipients of these shawls. I trust it is something 
 good...something very, very good. 
I know my Mom would be happy that her yarn was made into a conduit for Gods Love. 
So come June 19th and see what the Lord has done. 

 

 

 

RECEPTION COMMITTEE  

 
We are always looking for new people to serve.  We now have co-chairs each month so if you have a 
time you are not available you have someone to cover.  We often are not needed the entire month.  
The schedule is posted in the administrative assistant‟s office, and if you would like to learn about the 
committee and just work with someone we would love to have you.  Please contact Arlene Orbeck 
474-0072 or call the church office, 452-3425. 
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2011 FLC Mother‟s Day Weekend Garage Sale 
 

Thank you for the successful garage sale.  It takes everyone working together to put on 
a huge garage sale, as we did this last Mother‟s Day weekend.  Thanks to all the 
people who identified and saved items throughout the year to make our garage sale 
area over flow with items for sale.  We had an enormous number of items to sort, price 
and sell, and we‟re grateful for the many volunteer hours that were contributed by 
individuals to plan the event, pick up donations, sort, display, price items, work with 
sales and as cashiers during the two-day sale, provide advertising, canopies, storage 
trailers, and snacks for the volunteers.  Between Monday and Thursday our volunteers 
worked tirelessly from morning until evening to have everything in place when the 
doors were opened Friday morning.  Thank you to all who helped us accomplish that 
big task.   
 
We‟re also grateful for the opportunity to provide community outreach and provide 
reasonably priced, new to gently-used items for shoppers, and to have sold most of the 
items that we had for sale.  We are also grateful for the donations that we received 
from people in the community who generously donated items to our sale knowing that 
the proceeds would go to good causes.    
 
Our final tally is not in yet but it will be close to $9200.00.  Ten percent of our proceeds 
will be divided equally between Samaritan Counseling Center, and Love in the name of 
Christ (Love INC).  North Alaska Chapter of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans® has 
approved a match of 50% of the amount donated to these two non-profits up to a 
maximum total of $1,000.00.  The balance of the proceeds raised this year will be a big 
boost to the church‟s building project. 
 
Again we want to thank all those who helped in many capacities.  You know who you 
are and God does too.  Put the date on your calendar for next year:   May 11-12, 2012, 
and we‟d appreciate it if you would put a box aside to place items in as you come 
across them during the year.     

Fairbanks Food Bank Update   
 
 

You may have noticed a large, clean black barrel near the sanctuary door.  You may not have noticed 
the sign that it is a container for canned and non-perishable food donations to the Fairbanks Food 
Bank.  By each of us making it a habit to reach into our cupboard and take out a few canned staples, 
such as canned fruit, and vegetables, and bring them with us to church, we‟ll share our abundance 

http://www.churchart.com/subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?image_id=3392&keywords=&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,pp,bc&topic_id=198
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with those in need with very little effort.  Thank you for your generosity and thank you to the angels 
among us who then deliver our food collection to the Fairbanks Food Bank.   
 
As many of you know, we‟ve taken a hiatus from our Fairbanks Food Bank outreach on Mondays 
since last summer when our church demolition and new construction began.  Be reassured that we‟ve 
been working to reestablish Fairbanks Food Bank distribution at our church.  
 
 We will resume Food Bank Distribution at Fairbanks Lutheran Church on Monday, July 18.  If you are 
interested in helping at Fairbanks Lutheran Church on Food Bank day, please contact Jerry Zellmer, 
jkzhaus@gmail.com or phone him @ 479-6389. Volunteers will be needed to unload the Food Bank 
delivery truck and distribute the food on Food Bank day.  Previous volunteers are invited to help again 
to share their experience and enthusiasm.   
 
 Also, let Jerry know if you‟d like to receive training on how to take phone orders.  We need a number 
of volunteers in all categories in order to have enough people available each week, and to allow for 
times when people have to be out of town or are otherwise unavailable on Food Bank days.  Thank 
you for your willingness to support this important outreach of Fairbanks Lutheran Church.   
  
 

FLC Christmas Bazaar Plans 

 

 
Circle November 5, 2011 on your calendar for the Fairbanks Lutheran Church‟s Christmas Bazaar.  
The organizing committee will meet in the near future, and have a craft night.  We‟ll draw on the basic 
plans and experience of our successful 2009 FLC bazaar.  The craft meeting is an opportunity for 
fellowship and for crafters to get some new ideas and be motivated by seeing the wonderful works of 
our members, and learn how to make something new, or teach someone how to do something 
 
.   In the meantime, we‟re asking and would greatly appreciate those of our talented members who 
enjoy making hand-crafted items to generously give of your time and talent and donate some of your 
hand-made items to the Fairbanks Lutheran Church crafts table for the Christmas Bazaar. All 
proceeds of the table registrations and FLC‟s craft sales this year will go toward our church 
benevolences. 
 
  From time to time we may put out an appeal for supplies for hand-crafted items that are being made 
such as for fabric you may be willing to donate for making shopping bags, casserole carry cases, or 
yarn and thread for hand knit or crocheted items. 
 
  If you have any questions or would like to be kept on the active list of volunteers for the bazaar, or 
know of a potential vendor (maybe you‟d like to be a vendor), please contact Ellen Ayotte @ 474-
0364, or Arlene Strandberg @ 457-2840, email:   sigarlenestrandberg@gci.net    
 
 

mailto:jkzhaus@gmail.com
http://www.churchart.com/subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?image_id=7573&keywords=Christmas%20bazaar&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=cl,ca,ph,pp,bc&topic_id=
mailto:sigarlenestrandberg@gci.net


 8 

 

 

 
 

(We are across from the public library.) 
ph:  907-452-3425 
fax:  907-452-3422 
email: fairluth@gci.net 
http://www.fairbankslutheranchurch.org 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YOUR CHANCE TO OWN A PART OF CHURCH HISTORY!  

 

 

SAWHORSES FOR CUTTING FIREWOOD, constructed from recycled materials 
from our church modernizing project. $25.00 each. If you're not a 

firewood user and would like a unique sitting bench, $5.00 more will 
add a 2 by 6 plank that converts the saw horse to a bench. (easily 
removed). See a sample at the church. Contact Jim Matthews if 
interested, phone 457-3537. Can deliver to church or within the 

Fairbanks community. Limited supply. 

Fairbanks Lutheran Church 
1012 Cowles Street 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 
 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

NONPROFIT ORG 
US POSTAGE PAID 
FAIRBANKS AK 
PERMIT NO. 24 


